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[Full-Cast Audio Theater Dramatization. David Tennant plays Henry VI, and Kelly Hunter plays

Queen Margaret. Clive Merrison is the Duke of York, Stephen Boxer is Edward IV, and John Bowe

is Warwick. Richard of Gloucester is played by David Troughton.] The monstrous power of one of

Shakespeare's most memorable characters, Richard Plantagenet, emerges in Henry VI, Part 3, a

portent of things to come. The Yorkists have been temporarily victorious and the Duke of York has

assumed the throne, but the Lancastrians, led by Queen Margaret, counter-attack. As the fortunes

of war shift, both the innocent and the guilty are swept up in the maelstrom. And increasingly

dominant amid the chaos is the sinister figure of the crook-backed Richard, Duke of Gloucester.
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William Shakespeare (1564-1616), English poet and dramatist of the Elizabethan and early

Jacobean period, is the most widely known author in all of English literature and often considered

the greatest. He was an active member of a theater company for at least twenty years, during which

time he wrote many great plays. Plays were not prized as literature at the time, and Shakespeare

was not widely read until the middle of the eighteenth century, when a great upsurge of interest in

his works began that continues today.
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